Leprosy, which in Europe and America had become well nigh an historical disease, is again beginning to show itself in various localities in the old and new worlds. This fact will justify me in laying before the public a short account of the disease as I have observed it in the Island of Madagascar. The number of cases treated in the dispensary at Antananarivo during the year 1862 was nearly one hundred, and the following account of the disease is drawn up from the notes of the cases actually observed.
For the sake of clearness of description, the progress of tubercular leprosy may be divided into three stages or periods,?the first, characterized by the appearance of spots ; the second, by tubercles; and the third, by ulceration or falling off of the members. These three stages may co-exist simultaneously in different parts of the body: thus, leprous spots may be seen on the trunk, tubercles on the face, and ulceration may be going on at the extremities. Spots of changed skin, however, invariably precede the tubercles, and the latter are in turn succeeded by ulceration. Tubercular leprosy is singularly uniform in its symptoms, progress, and termination in different parts of the world, nor has it suffered any modification whatever since it was first described by Aretseus.
Several varieties indeed have been described by authors, as Lepra ancesthesiaca, Lepra tanrica, and some others; but these varieties are not founded upon any differences of importance, but upon the degree in which a common symptom is present, which really furnishes no sufficient ground for establishing them as distinct varieties.
The disease usually begins so insidiously that the patient is unable to state the precise period of its commencement. Some authors have described it as beginning with who did not present it;?more, I have often been able from this condition of the hair follicles alone to recognise members of a leprous family in whom the disease was yet latent.
The naked eyebrows become thickened, rugous, and projecting, hanging over the hairless eyelids. To render the aspect still more unsightly, the eye assumes a lurid glare impossible to describe. Perhaps the word ferrety is the most appropriate that can be applied to a change which no words can express.
The second or tubercular stage of leprosy supervenes upon the first with various degrees of rapidity, sometimes within a few months, at others after the lapse of years, according to the intensity of the disease, the constitutional powers of the patient, and other circumstances to which I shall hereafter refer. The tubercles, usually of a dusky colour, smooth and distinct, begin to show themselves on the face. The lobes of the ears are thickened and irregular, and the whole external ear curved forwards toward the cheeks.
The alte of the nose grow heavy, the nostrils dilating and the nose becoming flattened and studded with tubercles. The lips swell, and are livid, the lower one more so than the upper; and the chin is lengthened and misshapen; the whole face bagged or puffy. The hands are livid as if from cold, the fingers swell, the arch of the foot becomes flattened by leprous effusion beneath the fascia. In fact, tubercles may appear in any part of the body, although they are most common in the situations mentioned. But they are not confined to the skin alone, they affect more or less the mucous surfaces. In the nose they give rise to difficulty of "breathing and ozsena, in the larynx and trachea to laboured respiration, husky voice, and occasionally to aphonia. The The function of reproduction in the male and female continues unimpaired for a long series of years. The facts bearing upon this point
were not recorded in many instances; but I find that I have notes of nine persons in the second stage of leprosy and sick from three to six years, who had young children. This shows that even after the disease has existed several years, and advanced con-siderably, the function of reproduction may not be affected. It is, however, equally certain that it fails during the last stage of the malady. I believe that the " libido inexplebilis," mentioned by some authors, is a mere fancy,?when the power ceases, the desire is extinguished.
Kespiration is impeded in two ways,?by thickening of the laryngeal and tracheal mucous membranes from effusion, and from a similar effusion into the substance of the lung itself and into the minute bronchi.
The pulmonary capillaries lose their tone and become congested. The changes which the blood undergoes in the lung are imperfectly carried on; the action of the heart becomes increasingly feeble with the progress of the disease; the pulse is invariably weak and slow. The fatal termination in leprosy is often owing to some affection of the respiratory organs.
In a few instances the blood was examined during the first and second stages of the disease. The coagulum was found occasionally to be loose; but the sensible qualities of the fluid were normal. It is probable that there is some materies morbi in the blood, which may hereafter be detected, of which we are yet entirely ignorant.
As bloodletting is evidently contra-indicated when the patient is reduced by the disease, the blood has seldom been examined during the last stage. 
